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Velvet Algorithms Instrumentation

                Flute
                Oboe
                Clarinet in Bb
                Horn in F
                Bassoon

                Percussion I                                                                            Percussion I, II (shared instruments)
                    2 suspended cymbals (recommended 4", 18" no crash)                1 5-octave marimba
                    1 log drum (higher) with two tongues                                           1 standard vibraphone
                Percussion II
                    2 suspended cymbals (recommended 16", 20" no crash)
                    1 log drum (lower) with two tongues

                2 Violins (with special col legno bow at Part I)
                1 Viola (with special col legno bow at Part I)
                1 Cello (with special col legno bow at Part I)
                1 Double Bass 

Performance Notes:

                Accidentals hold through the bar line as in traditional notation but apply only in the octave in     
                which they appear. Courtesy accidentals are sometimes provided.

                Trills are normally one half-step above the notated pitch unless specifically calling for the one     
                whole-step above the notated pitch.

Velvet Algorithms Technical Rider and Instructions

                Equipment:  One laptop computer running Max/MSP (software provided by composer), one 
                pedal trigger, one multi-channel audio interface, 4-loudspeakers placed in front of the ensemble 
                and sitting on the stage (not mounted) directed to audience. 
                Speakers should be placed at a wide distance across the front of the stage and in front of the 
                ensemble to emphasize the quad channel spatial mixing.  Electronics are only employed in Part 
                III of the piece from M. 185 to the end.  

                The full ensemble must be amplified. Each member of the string quartet must have individual 
                microphones, preferrable one attached to the instrument for greater isolation.  Mixing of the 4 
                strings in the quartet is as follows:  
                Violin I (hard right), Violin II (hard left), Cello (middle left), Viola (middle right) 
                Other instruments are reinforced and mixed throughout the four speakers for live performance  
                Light reverb can be added.
 
                Oboe (without reed) in Section III plays at MF level and should well amplified with dedicated 
                microphone where possible.

                (Note: As there is no real-time component or special processing in the Max/MSP patch, 
                other solutions can be organized to launch the 4-channel pre-mixed soundfiles.)



Velvet Algorithms Program Note

All  my  music  refers  to  shattered  and  dreamlike  narratives  of  one  sort  or  another.  These  
post-modern gestures have appeared in my music since I  began composing. Listeners attend to 
music from all sides and with all levels of prior experience, so I compose in a semiotic labyrinth, 
both sound and sign and always kaleidoscopic.  Unlike Berlioz who is referred to in the first part 
of  the piece,  I  don't  tell  a  story in sound, I  offer  a deeply layered platform of sound where the 
omni-narratives are at  the surface for  a  listener to attend to or  not.   Someone might  ignore the 
sonic signposts and just be attending to the performance and sound itself.  A new music insider 
can attend to other clues or breadcrumbs -- a number of personal greetings 
or inside humor.

The dream that inspired the Velvet Algorithms concerns a person who takes up composing music 
in the time of AI.  This composer is seriously influenced by the AI-made music. At some point 
they accept the AI as the teacher and eventually forget that the AI has taught them.  

My experience in life has been that when given new technologies or foundational changes in the 
conditions of life on the planet, humans flip their view of life and quickly adapt to another state 
of reality. These human state changes have been happening much faster in my lifetime and they 
always come with a new vocabulary and a new world-view.  The old world is quickly overturned 
and  new  justification  for  our  continued  ignorance  and  greed  is  implanted.   This  process  has  
become very tiring for me, and sad.  

Although Velvet Algorithms is pure fantasy and not created by an AI, it is created with computer 
assisted techniques although thoroughly shaped by my human hand.  My hope is that it is ART, 
that it invites a listener to visit my mind and how I experience our human "UMWELT" -- a brief 
few moments where we might share and not share many similarities.
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 very slowly and smoothly move across the surface of the log drum freely while making the tremelo
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cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco
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